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FOREWORD 


This book is dedicated to the great company 
of men and women who have devoted their lives to the service 
of our Lord in the fellowship of St. James' Church over a 
sixty year period. 

We rejoice in their faithful service and for 
their contribution to a growing Church and Community for 
they have handed down to us the treasure that is ours in this 
Jubilee Year of nineteen hundred and sixty seven. 

Important things were achieved in the lives of 
those who founded their church in the days that demanded 
heroism, sacrifice and committed devotion as servants of 
Christ no less urgently than in our time. 

May the marking of this Jubilee occasion be a 
source of inspiration to us as we renew our own faith and 
enkindle anew within us the virtue of faith, hope and love. 
May we increasingly learn to look up to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and out to the world beyond our 
church where men and women need us to lead them into 
friendship with Christ and into joyful membership of His 
Church. 



Rector 




Bishop S. C. Steer 


Dear Friends,. 

The greetings and congratula¬ 
tions which I send to you on the 
Sixtieth Anniversary of the estab¬ 
lishment of the parish have a per¬ 
sonal as well as a diocesan and 
episcopical note. It was some forty- 
five years ago that my association 
with the congregation at St. James’ 
Church began by leading a Bible 
Class of young men, in the church 
vestry each Sunday, some of whom 
are with us as members today. 
Throughout the intervening years 
I have known personally all j our 
rectors and many of the congre¬ 
gation and have followed the life 
and work of the parish with con¬ 
tinuing interest. 

St. James’ parish, Saskatoon, 
and its people have a distinctive 
place in the Church in this diocese 
and also, in some measure, in the 
whole Anglican Church of Cana¬ 
da. Two not unrelated characte 
ristics of the parish have impressed 
me. There is an emphasis on the 
deeper aspects of the Christian 


- 

Gospel and a concern with its 
saving and healing power, which 
promotes an evangelistic attitude./ 
This is matched by outstanding 
missionary enthusiasm which has 
placed the parish in the first rank 
of achievement in work beyond its 
own boundaries. The attainment of 
a position in which contributions 
to extra-parochial causes equalled 
the amoimt which the congrega¬ 
tion spent upon its own needs is 
a notable and thankworthy part of 
the history of the last sixty years. 

I must also record the gratitude of 
the diocese for so much that the pa¬ 
rish has done beyond the minimtun 
requirements in such areas as ap 
portionment, church extension, the 
assistance of students, the Travel¬ 
ling Dollars Fund, not to mention 
its generosity in response to the 
various annual special appeals. 

As one of our leading parishe:-: 
you may be sure that, throughout 
the diocese, many will share in the 
thanksgiving which you offer to 
Almighty God on your Anniver¬ 
sary. The story of these sixty years 
is one of steady perseverance in the 
Christian cause, of which the great 
improvements in the church buil¬ 
dings and its facilities are but an 
outward sign. We thank God for 
the faithful ministry of those who 
have served as pastors, and for the 
men and women whose devotion 
under divine blessing has made 
possible the accomplishments of 
these sixty years. 

With you, we pray that, amidst 
the many changes in the life of the 
world which press upon us to-day, 
St. James’ Church, Saskatoon, may 
continue to be a place of prayer 
from which there may flow into 
the life of the community and far 
beyond the power of God’s love 
made known to us in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Yours sincerely. 
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CXi, (li Was in ike l^eqinninq 


The Reverend Mr. H. J. Like- 
man who arrived in Canada July 
1906 became the first incumbent 
of the new parish of St. James’, 
Nutana. In a letter received from 
him in the 1930’s, he gives some 
interesting information; 

“About July, 1907, Archdeacon 
Lloyd told me that when I left St. 
John’s I was to be the first Incum¬ 
bent of the new Parish of St. 


James’ Nutana, and that I could 
start building the first little Church 
in any spare time I had! Mr. Da¬ 
vies (who had been Rector of St. 
John’s) had some time previously 
purchased one three cornered town 
lot some himdred yards from the 
present site of St. James’, and so 
on this lot very early in Septem¬ 
ber (or late August) we started 
building the first little Church and 
Parsonage. 
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St. James’Anglican congregation 
is this year celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of its formation,, but 
the Anglican community had been 
in existence for 20 years prior to 
its establishment in 1907 on the 
Nutana side of the South Saskat¬ 
chewan River in the city of Saska¬ 
toon. 

The 60-year history of St. James’ 
Church reflects the economic posi¬ 
tion of the city and province in 
the various periods—the expansion 
and building booms of 1912; the 
economic depression following the 
First World War; the drought and 
business depression of the 1930s; 
and the fluctuating booms and de¬ 
pressions since then. 

Members of the affluent St. 
James’ of today owe a debt of grat 
itude to the pioneers who started 
the church and kept it in operation 
in spite of financial problems 
which seemed impossible to solve. 

The greatest tribute should be 
paid to the members of those early 
vestry committees, and to the 
clergy who year after year tackled 
the financial problems—stalling the 
creditors when there was no money 
available, and promoting schemes 
and canvasses of parishioners to 
secure enough money to keep sol¬ 
vent the mortgages on the church, 
the hall and rectory. 

The clergymen provided personal 
loans to keep the early church 
afloat, and several requested and 
took reduced stipends for the same 
purpose. Local contractors and 
businessmen also helped to carry 
the burden, for some waited years 
for payment of services. 

Nutana residents of all denomi¬ 
nations started to hold joint church 
services in 1887. The worshippers 
were predominantly Methodist, and 
Mr. George E. Horn, an Anglican, 
conducted services for the joint 
congregation. The same year Bishop 



Mrs. W. P. Bate remembers the 
many hours her husband spent 
working on the construction of the 
little wooden building, the first St. 
James’ church. 

Pinkham of the Diocese of Qu’Ap- 
pelle came to Saskatoon to establish 
the Church of England, and Mr. 
Horn was named a lay reader to 
conduct Anglican services. In ad¬ 
dition to being the lay leader, Mr. 
Horn was choir leader, and Mr. 
W. P. Bate, secretary of the first 
school board, was the organist. Mrs. 
Bate today is the senior membet- 
of St. James. 

A new schoolhouse was opened 
in 1887 on the site of present Vic 
toria School, and this also served 
as the Anglican church and for 
joint services with the Methodists 
and Presbyterians. The services 
were taken in the main by theo¬ 
logical students. 

In the early years Canon E. K. 
Matheson of Battleford came to 
visit the Saskatoon church occa¬ 
sionally, and when necessary a 
catechist (Mr. Barton), came from 
Prince Albert in the Diocese of 
Saskatchewan. Mr. and Mrs. Bate’s 
eldest son, Aubrey, was baptized 
by Canon Matheson. 
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Mr. Horn conducted the Angli¬ 
can services until 1896 when he 
left for Japan to serve as a mis¬ 
sionary. His departure left a vacu¬ 
um for a few years as there was 
no one to take his place. Grace 
United Church was founded m 1893 
followed by the formation of St. 
John’s Anglican Church on the 
north side of the river. 

Nutana Anglicans attended some 
of the services at St. John’s churcii, 
but in 1906 Mr. Bate and Mr. Wig¬ 
gins, an early surveyor in the city, 
wrote to Bishop Newnham in 
Prince Albert suggesting that an 
Anglican church be established in 
the Nutana area of Saskatoon. 
Archdeacon G. E. Lloyd who had 
come 'from England with the Barr 
Colonists and who later became 
bishop, was sent to Saskatoon to 
discuss the matter. The proposal 
was given some publicity and 
people interested in the establish¬ 
ment of an Anglican church were 
requested to meet at the home of 
Mr. and Mr^. W. P. Bate, Broad- 



The Rev. H. J. Likeman 
Oct. 1907 — Sept. 1909 



Mr. E. J. Fidgett came to St. 
James’ in 1910. 

way Avenue and Saskatchewan 
Crescent. As a result of a number 
of meetings and the support prom¬ 
ised, St. James’ Church was 
founded. 

The Rev. H. J. Likeman who had 
come fromEngland toWestern Can¬ 
ada ih 1906 and served the parishes 
of North Battleford and St. John’s 
Saskatoon, was told by Archdeacon 
Lloyd in July, 1907, that he was 
to be the first rector of the new 
parish of St. James’ Church being 
established in Nutana. 

Mr. Likeman was authorized to 
build a church and parsonage in 
his “spare time’’ while assisting 
Rev. Mr. Davies, rector of St. 
John’s. Mr. Likeman reported that 
he received assistance in building 
the small church building and par¬ 
sonage from Charles Barnes who 
was catechist in charge of St. 
George’s and Mr. Hutchings, an¬ 
other catechist who was subse¬ 
quently appointed his “curate”. 
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View from Broadway Avenue and Eleventh Street across Victoria School 
grounds. 


Mrs. Bate recalls her hus¬ 
band spent many hours work¬ 
ing on the buildings. Mr. E. J. 
(Ted) Fidgett, who after Mrs. 
Bate is the oldest member of the 
congregation, recalls that his bro¬ 
ther “Bill” assisted Mr. Bate in 
the building campaign. 

The two church buildings were 
first erected on a three-cornered 
lot about 100 yards from the pres¬ 
ent site. They were later nmved to 
the present site, three lots" purch¬ 
ased by George Winch of Norwich, 
England, a member of the Church 
of England Missionary Society, 
who happened to be paying a visit 
to Saskatoon at the time. 

It is reported that $1,0(X) was 
paid for the three lots, a high fig 
ure in those days and a clear indi¬ 
cation that some land speculation 
was alread.y under way leading to 
the building boom of 1912. 

The church was named after St. 
James’ Church of Doncaster, York¬ 
shire, England, because a woman 
in this English parish was the 
donor of enough money to purch¬ 
ase the lumber to build the first 
small church building and parson¬ 
age. The first service in the new 
church was held on October 6th 
1907. 


Soon after the opening of the 
church, a porch was built on the 
west end for winter operation. Dur¬ 
ing the first year there was some 
difficulty housing congregations of 
60 to 70 attending the Sunday 
night services. 

In the summer of 1908 a nave 
was built between the porch and 
the original church building, which 



Rev. J. T. Tuckey 
Sept. 1909 — Sept. 1911 
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then became the chancel. Little 
progress was made in the next few 
years as the Sunday evening con¬ 
gregations dropped to about 25 and 
collections, the main source of in¬ 
come at the time, seldom topped 
five dollars. 

The Rev. Mr. Likeman preached 
his farewell sermon in September, 
1909, using the text, “One Soweth, 
and Another Reapeth,” which ap¬ 
plies today just as much as it did 
then. He was succeeded for two 
years by the Rev. J. T. Tuckey.^ 

It was in Mr. Tuckey’s first year 
1909, that Emmanuel College was 
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Emmanuel College, 1909 

transferred from Prince Albert to 
the University of Saskatchewan in 
Saskatoon, and so began the long 
and valuable association of St. 
James’ Church and this Theolog¬ 
ical Institution. The pattern was 
set in that first year as the Rev. 
W. H. Adcock of the faculty, be¬ 
came the choir leader. Canon E. 
A. Ahenakew, Indian missioner, 
became the organist, and the theo¬ 
logical students formed the choir. 

The Rev. H. S. Broadbent be¬ 
came rector in October, 1911, and 
the following year in keeping with 
the boom then under way, St. 
James’ parish went into debt to 
build the fine brick church that 
stands today. 

In a typically optimistic attitude 
of those boom days, St. James’ par- 



The Rev. H. S. Broadbent 
Oct. 1911 — Nov. 1914 

ish left the east end of the church 
unfinished and installed a “temp 
orary’’ chancel in the belief that 
increasing congregations would 
soon compel a permanent enlarge¬ 
ment. 

The boom proved to be a bubble 
that soon burst, and the “temp¬ 
orary” chancel became “perman¬ 
ent” for the next quarter of a cen¬ 
tury. The financial struggle started 
and this also proved permanent. 

The minutes of the meeting of 
April 14, 1914, set the stage. The 
Rev. Mr. Broadbent prior to that 
date was rector, choir master and 
administered the finances, but then 
a finance committee “relieved the 
rector of the burden of financial ad¬ 
ministration.” The subsequent re¬ 
cords indicate what a “burden” 
their task really was. 

St. James’ had a loan of $6,009 
from Toronto General Trust Cor¬ 
poration and on July 7, 1914, the 
vestry was discussing a further 
loan of $14,000, but they could not 
pay the interest on the original 
debt. In September it was decided 
to close the church for the winter 
to save the heating expenses, qnd 
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Laying the foundation stone, St. James’ church, June 1912 


to hold services in the church hall. 
Four outstanding accounts could 
not he met in October; 1914, and 
the vestry clerk was advised to try 
and stall these creditors until th? 
money market improved and a 
church loan could be obtained. 

The Rev. Mr. Broadbent offered 
to leave for England in November, 
1914, after the outbreak of the 
First World War, on an extended 
leave of absence without stipend, 
to help relieve the financial burden. 
His stipend had been $1,500. Tbe 
Rev. Henry Wilson was appointed 
locum tenens at $60 per month. 
Tinkler became choir master, re¬ 
placing Mr. Broadbent after he 
left, but soon resigned when the 
church could not pay him for his 
services. 

In early 1915 there was a special 
fund raising canvass and the churc’n 
seemed to be hard pressed because 
the yestry agreed to pay 10 percent 
interest after February 15 in order 
to get bank notes renewed every 
three months. 


Chain letters were popular about 
a decade ago, but these were not 
new, as St. James’ parish tried 
them in 1915 on a suggestion by 
A. J. E. (Bert) Sumner, to try and 
reduce the church debt. The tin- 



The Rev. Henry Wilson 
Nov. 1914 — March 1916 
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St. James’, church and rectory, circa 1914 


ance committee sent a letter to a 
selected group of parishioners who 
wtre requested to make a contri¬ 
bution to the church, and then 
each sent a similar letter to a friend 
with the request that they carry 
out the same procedure. 

Mr. Broadbent sent his resigna¬ 
tion from England in September, 

1915, as he had become a chaplain 
to the armed forces and was going 
overseas. He requested that his 
furniture be packed and shipped 
back to England. 

The vestry decided the parish 
was not in a financial position to 
call a rector, so Mr. Wilson con¬ 
tinued as locum tenens, v.^ith a 
$60 per month stipend. 

The dire financial position of St. 
James’ was indicated April 27, 

1916, when it was reported that 
Toronto General Trusts had sold 
the first mortgage on the church 
building and the new owner was 
likely to foreclose. The new owner 
was a Roman Catholic, and his 
lack of ecumenical spirit raised 
quite a tither at St. James’. A 
special canvass for funds was un¬ 


dertaken and St. John’s parish we! 
corned the canvassers, but the $411 
collected was only a fraction of the 
sum needed. In a desperate attempt 
to save the day. Miss Ella Bash- 
ford, director of the Teachers’ Hf.s- 
tel, appealed to the Colonial and 
Continental Church Society in Lon¬ 
don, England, and a miracle oc 
curred.Through the Rev. Dr. Mul¬ 
lins, St. James’ received $6,146, tc 
“save the parish from financial 
ruin”, according to the vestry re¬ 
port of July, 1916. The jubilation 
of the vestry at preventing a fore¬ 
closure was tempered by the fact 
that the parish still owed $10,700 
on all church property and that 
$5,365 was payable immediately. 

The vestry committee never did 
get off the financial treadmill in 
spite of the magnificent donation 
from England. Mr. Wilson was 
ordered by the bishop to the parish 
of Wainwright, Alta., and the Rev. 

'^J. E. Purdie was appointed rector 
of St. James’ in 1917. He was im¬ 
mediately greeted by the news that 
the church hall had been sold for 
taxes. Details of how this catas- 
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trophe was finally averted are not 
on record. The baok taxes had to be 
paid before a rebate on current 
taxes, granted by City Council, 
could be applied. At this time the 
Bank of Commerce obtained a 
signed judgement on its loan to the 
church.. 

The emancipation of women got 
under way about this time when 
Mr. George Hazen carried a motion 
through the vestry tor submission 
to the diocese, permitting women 
to serve on vestry committees with¬ 
in the church. 

Mr. Henry Wallace, people’s 
warden, in April,-1917, proposed a 
novel plan for those days—to form 
a joint stock company among pari¬ 
shioners, in order to put St. James’ 
on a better financial footing. This 
was proposed because Blonde Lum¬ 
ber Company was in danger of 
liquidation and refused to extend 
the church note; the Fiscal Corp¬ 
oration refused to renew a church 
note for 90 days; and the city ad¬ 
vised St. James’ Vestry that the 
church building and rectory would 
be sold for taxes unless the levies 
were paid. 

Although St. James’ was in such 
a financial plight, the parish wa.s 
assessed $536 by the diocese in an 
effort to reduce a debt incurred set¬ 
ting up missions. 

Mr. Wallace reported on Sep¬ 
tember 10, 1917, that 40 parishion¬ 
ers had promised to buy the $100 
bonds at five dollars per month, 
and he needed 10 more. The bonds 
were to pay five per cent interest 
and be redeemable when the (:hu'-c!i 
was in a better financial position. 
The people’s warden was too op¬ 
timistic, as was indicated by a 
January 12, 1920, report, that only 
six members had contracted for 
bonds in more than two years, and 
that only three had paid the full 
$ 100 . 



Some progress was made towards 
debt reduction about this time but 
it was mainly through the generos¬ 
ity of various creditors. Mr. Broad 
bent from England wiped out a 
debt of $407; the Rev. Principal 
G. F. Trench of Emmanuel C'’-)!- 
lege offered to liquidate a ,‘>2,190 
loan for $1,500, and hy a 3pet.'i,d 
effort a sum of $1,110 was raised 
towards it; Nutana Plumbing and 
Heating settled a $700 debt for 
$300; and the Blonde Lumber 
Company settled a $300 debt for 
$150. Even after these transac 
tions, St. James’ capital debt was 
still listed as $7,000. For the record, 
a parish member requested redemp 
tion of his $100 debt relief bond, 
but there was no money to redeem 
it; and it was stated January 28, 
1923, that a bank loan had been 
outstanding since 1913—for 10 
years. 

For the historical record; Aid. D. 
S. Taylor, one of St. James’ first 
members and a vestryman, left the 
city in March, 1919. Then in Jan¬ 
uary, 1922, resignations were re¬ 
ported from Bishop Newnham and 
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The Rev. R. H. Haslam 
Nov. 1922 — Sept. 1927 

from Principal Trench at Emman¬ 
uel College. Archdeacon Dewdney 
was elected Bishop of Keewatin, 
and the Rev. George Exton Lloyd 
was elected Bishop of Saskatche 
wan. 

Mr. Purdie resigned October 1, 
1922, and left for Philadelphia. The 
Rev. E. L. Hughes of Viscount, 
was "named locum tenens at St. 
James’ until the Rev. R. H. A. Has¬ 
lam, from England, was called as 
rector in October 12, 1922. He was 
favored over another English nom¬ 
inee, the Rev. T. J. Perry. 

There were several references 
through the years to the fact that 
the church appeared unable to 
reach and keep older boys or¬ 
ganized. In 1923, the young people 
were well served by the A.Y.P.A., 
Girl Guides, Brownies, Scouts and 
Wolf Cubs; and an entirely new 
organization, the Knights of the 
Round Table, was established for 
the older boys. 


A petition was received August 
21, 1923, from members in the 
Buena Vista district, seeking to 
establish a mission church on Lome 
Avenue as part of St. James’ con¬ 
gregation. 

At the annual meeting January 
14,1924, St. James’ Church was re¬ 
ported to comprise 270 families, 
representing 1,007 souls. Col. R. W. 
Stayner told the meeting that St. 
James’ owned property valued at 
$24,000.25. It is not known whether 
the extra quarter was the result of 
close figuring by Col. Stayner, or 
whether he just “threw it in” so as 
not to have such a nice round 
figure. 

St. James’ members in Buersa 
Vista had collected $1,000 for a new 
mission church building by August 
1924, and another $500 was promis¬ 
ed from the central special fund to 
get started. The Diocese of Saskat¬ 
chewan authorized construction of 
the new church for a maxiii;um of 
$3,000. According to the minutes 
of vestry meetings, the Buena 
Vista mission hall was almost com¬ 
pleted by the time diocesan author¬ 
ity was given. The Buena Vista 
congregation finally had to uay 
$1,648 for the hall and ^$1,750 for 
the furniliture and equipment. 

Immediately the Buena Vista 
hall was opened, there was an at¬ 
tendance of 120 to 130 children at 
the Sunday School. At the annua! 
meeting of St. James’, January 31, 
1927, it was reported that the cent¬ 
ral Sunday School had a member¬ 
ship of 240 and the Mission Sun¬ 
day School had 98 pupils. The 
rector’s stipend was increased to 
$2,500, and he had use of the rec¬ 
tory. 

Buena Vista Sunday School was 
said crowded, so the meeting ap¬ 
proved of a basement addition to 
cost $500. However, an old church 
hall was bought at Langham, which 
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cost $550 to move in, and the same 
was placed on a basement foiinda 
tion which cost another $400. 

The vestry approved a plan in 
1927 to remodel or build a new 
St. James’ church hall, but some 
members claimed they should pay 
a $1,424 debt on the old hail before 
going further into debt with a new 
hall. 

Canon Haslam was appointed 
principal of Emmanuel College ef¬ 
fective September 1, 1927, and the 
Rev. H. A. Alderwood succeeded 
him as rector of St.James’ with a 
stipend set at $2,200, or $300 less 
than his predecessor. 

In September, 1927, the vestry 
went on record in showing disap¬ 
proval of raising money for church 
funds through dancer, cards and 
competitive games. Perhaps this 
stand had some connection with 
the vestry’s memo to the new rector 
—“We cannot hold the interest of 
the older boys.” 

St. James’ went ahead in 1928 
and built a new church hall at a 
cost of $10,109. A parish hall can¬ 
vass realized $6,619 in cash and a 
further $1,500 was promised. A 
total of $6,224 was paid on the 
contract and it was proposed to 
borrow $4,000 to pay the contractor 
the balance. 

Early in 1929 friction developed 
between St. James’ and Buena 
Vista mission, but it was reported 
the trouble started with a few 
members who wanted a free hand 
to which they were not entitled 
under the church constitution. The 
Buena Vista members on the Mis¬ 
sion Board incurred debts of $665 
without authority of St. James’ 
vestry. To keep better control of 
the mission affairs, the St. James’ 
annual meeting changed the con¬ 
stitution. On the Mission Board it 
provided for six members to be 
named from St. James’ and Buena 



The Rev. H. A. Alderwood 
Nov. 1927 — Aug. 1936 


central church and nine from the 
Vista, instead of three from the 
central chucrh and nine from the 
mission as previously. ^ 

Plans were being made in 1930 
to enlarge the church for $1,500 
and build a new rectory for $7,000, 
while there was still $1,800 owing 
on the new hall. Such plans had to 
be shelved as the business depres¬ 
sion of that decade was being felt 
and Sunday collections began to 
decrease. It was revealed in the 
vestry meeting minutes of March 
6, 1933, that St. James’ still owed 
$7,500 to Mr. Tackaberry, a form¬ 
er member of the vestry for build¬ 
ing the first rectory. 

The first reference to St. James’ 
being in the Diocese of Saskatoon 
was also in 1933. The effects of the 
depression were being felt all 
through the church because the 
Diocese of Saskatoon was said to 
be in the midst of “an acute finan¬ 
cial crisis,” needing $7,000 to carry 
on to the end of the year although 
they already had a bank overdraft 
of $22,000. 

In St. James’ during this period 
there was a retrenchment as meet- 



The Rev. R. K. Sampson 
Sept. 1936 — June 1945 


ings were held in private homes to 
save on lighting and heating. The 
vestry accepted the rector’s offer 
to take a 10 percent reduction in 
stipend. The vestry even cut down 
the insurance to save a premium 
of $47. St. James’ finished 1934 
with a deficit of $1,4400, or $300 
less than the deficit in 1933. 

The Rev. Mr. Alderwood was 
appointed Archdeacon of the Dio¬ 
cese of Saskatoon in September, 
1936, and the Rev. R. K. Sampson 
(later Canon) came from Melfort 
to fill the vacancy at St. James’. 
This was in the midst of the “great 
depression”, when armual givings 
decreased as much as $2,000 in one 
year. Canon Sampson’s ministry 
continued through the Second 
World War years, when almost 
every family had some one serving 
in the armed forces. 

Reports for 1937 show that there 
were 320 Sunday school pupils at 
St. James’, and 70 at Hautain. Fin¬ 
ancially, disbursements were 
$5,116, and estimated revenue was 


$5,201. That year the choir pre¬ 
sented Sir John Stainer’s “Cruci¬ 
fixion” on Good Friday; there was 
a dramatic club directed by Roy 
Harding; and the evening branch 
of the W.A. held a Coronation tea. 
There was a special service mark¬ 
ing the coronation of King George 
VI. There was also an active ten¬ 
nis club. 

The word “drouth” was mention¬ 
ed often in vestry reports, and by 
September the rector’s stipend was 
unpaid. However, in the parish 
magazine he wrote “The answer is 
no!” to the idea of fund raising by 
raffles, bingos, whist, bridge or 
dances. The carry-over coal bill 
was described as “parish enemy 
No. 1”. 

In 1938 the rector’s review in the 
parish magazine asked prayers that 
“we might be spared from war.” 
Indebtedness was $715 more than 
in the year before. There were 310 
families and 70 individuals on the 
parish roll. 

Finances were improving in 1938. 
Shingling of the south side of the 
roof was completed at a cost of 
$160, with $60 estimated as the 
cost of painting the whole roof. 

There were 312 families and 100 
university students on the parish 
roll in 1941, the year the church in 
Canada relinquished its grants 
from the Old Country. 

Mr. Sampson’s letter in the par¬ 
ish magazine that year notes that 
while July 25 (St. James the 
Apostle) is the actual patronal 
festival, it had become the custom 
to hold a special service the fourth 
Sunday in October each year. 

Church finances were reported 
in satisfactory shape that year and 
current debts were paid to date. In 
fact, in Jan. 1940, the missionary 
apportionment was overpaid^ by 
$140, but the parish hall mortgage 
was $1,200, and the vestry was ask¬ 
ing parishioners to give 25 cents 
a month towards this debt. 
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Thursday morning Communion 
services were first established in 
June 1940, to remember individual¬ 
ly all those in the armed forces, 
and those were continued for the 
duration of the war. 

Almost every family had some¬ 
one serving in the armed forces at 
some time during the war. The in¬ 
fluence of the war appeared in the 
parish register in 1940, with 15 
marriages taking place in July and 
Au^st of that year, and if was 
necessary to make provision for 
more names on the honor roll 
which already held 64. A chapel 
became a reality that year; it was 
situated in the parish hall. 

A loss of members was apparent 
in 1942 reports, but there were still 
1109 names on the parish roll. The 
rector that year made 489 pastoral 
visits. 

Church organizations continued 
their activities and in April, 1942, 
100 W.A. members attended a sup¬ 
per, when Mrs. Eady, who was 95, 
played a piano solo. That month 
there was a farewell congregational 
gathering for the Rev. and Mrs. J. 
W. Seymour who were leaving for 
Vancouver. Appointed a lay leader 
in 1917, Mr. I^ymour had been or¬ 
dained in 1931 and retired in 1942 
after serving St. James’ many years 
as rector’s assistant. Dr. Haslam 
recalled that as a small boy he re¬ 
membered Mr. Seymour assisting 
his father when the latter was rec¬ 
tor of St. James’. Edmund Assaly, 
now a well-known Montreal musi¬ 
cian, played a piano solo. Bob 
Fleming, the organist, left that fall 
for Toronto, where he is now well 
known as a musician. 

Due to wartime restrictions the 
coal situation was serious in 1942. 
The church was practising every 
possible econmy and early com- 
mimion was being celebrated in the 
chapel. But annual reports showed 
it was living within its income. 


Capital debt was $2,800 compared 
with $9,200 ten years before in 
1933. 

There were 306 Sunday school 
pupils at St. James’ and 57 at 
Haultain. The rector’s stipend was 
$1,800. 

A mortgage reduction fund ap¬ 
peal took place in September 1943, 
and $1,728 of the $2,500 required 
was received. For the first time in 
20 years St. James’ was reported 
to be completely out of debt. But 
the honor roll and casualty list con¬ 
tinued to grow. The congregation 
was smaller, and the rector report¬ 
ed 263 families (875 souls) on his 
list. 

In April 1943 a musical luncheon 
raised funds for soldiers’ comforts. 
During all the war years men and 
women from the parish served in 
women from the parish who serv¬ 
ed in the armed forces overseas 
were remembered with parcels at 
Christmas, and cigarettes during 
the year. In the peak year, 1944, 56 
parcels went to the men overseas 
and 18 letters and handkerchiefs 
to officers, while 46 letters and 
handkerchiefs went to men and 
women stationed in Canada. War 
brides were being welcomed by 
November, 1944. 

In January 1945, the rector in his 
monthly review was hoping the 
congregation would endorse a 
church completion campaign, as he 
reminded them there had been a 
temporary chancel for 30 years. 

Canon Sampson resigned in 1945 
after eight and a half years as rec¬ 
tor, to become archdeacon of the 
diocese. He wrote that he had de¬ 
voted so much time to church or¬ 
ganizations and services he felt he 
had been unable to do the work of 
an evangelist. The congregation 
bade him farewell at a gathering 
Anril 26. 

The Rev. Roy Manwaring, who 
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. . . Prior to the addition of the new chancel 


had served as Chaplain in the R. 
C.A.F. during the war, was appoint¬ 
ed in 1945 to come to the church 
three months after the termination 
of war with Japan. In the meantime 
the Rev. J. C. Jolley was appointed 
locum tenens until December, 
when he left for Wynyard. Men 
and women were returning from 
war service that fall, many of the 
men bringing war brides, and the 
parish was being described as hav¬ 
ing a new lease on life. 

The 1912 church building was 
now too small, and Sunday school 
facilities did not meet the expand¬ 
ing requirements. The 1946 annual 
meeting was asked to give consider¬ 
ation to building expansion. 
People’s warden, Mr. Roger Bray, 
reported that the church had lived 
well within its income and had 
added $1,300 to its holdings in 
bonds. Missionary apportionment 
had been oversubscribed by 
$998.99. A five-year plan of expan¬ 
sion was submitted to the meeting. 

All Saints’ became an autonom¬ 
ous congregation in 1946. In March 
of that year there was a reception 
for returned men, their wives and 


friends, .with dancing and supper 
in the parish hall. 

The rector reported to the 1946 
annual meeting that he had en¬ 
deavored to visit all 380 homes in 
the parish, and that he had wel¬ 
comed 220 returned men and wom¬ 
en and 40 war brides. The amount 
of $5,300 had been given to the 
Anglican Advance Appeal. In Feb. 
1947, it was noted St. James’ had 
oversubscribed the appeal, giving 
$5,441. 

“Church union was in the air,” 
said the rector, reporting on Gen¬ 
eral Synod meetings in Octobep-, 
1946. A parish council was organ¬ 
ized that fall, to co-ordinate work 
of parish organizations, to plan 
parish projects, and to bring into 
being new ogranizations. 

The matter of cornpletion of the 
church was discussed at a meet¬ 
ing February 24, 1947. There was 
a record number of communicants 
on Easter Sunday. April 26 a pipe 
organ was dedicated, given by the 
Hazen family in memory of their 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. George Haz¬ 
en, pioneer parishions. The old 
organ was presented to All Saints’. 
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The Rev. R. Manwaring 
Jan. 1946 — Jan. 1956 


The death of a former rector, Dr. 
H. A. Alderwood, was noted in 
December. 

The rector’s report in 1947 spoke 
of a year of increased activity and 
steady growth. There was a record 
number (480) communicants on 
Easter Sunday. February 20, some 
of the more than 600 couples who 
had been married in St. James’ 
were honored at a social. Among 
them were Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Bates, was the first couple to be 
married in the old church. The mat¬ 
ter of completion of the church was 
discussed at a meeting Feb. 24. In 
April a talent display netted $1,300 
for the building fund which now 
stood at $3,725. 

The events of the year were sad¬ 
dened by the deaths of two form¬ 
er leaders of St. James’. The Rev. 
John W. Seymour died at the West 
Coas‘ in September, at the age of 
80. The death of a former rector, 
the Rev. Dr. H. A. Alderwood was 
noted in December. 



The Rev. J. C. Jolley 
Locum tenens for six months 


In 1948 an architect was com¬ 
missioned to draw plans for the 
church completion; missionary pro¬ 
ject funds were $500 above the ap¬ 
portionment; and $1,700 had been 
s^'ent on renovation of the parish 
hall. Haultain mission house was 
relocated behind the parish hall to 
serve as a scout meeting place. 

A curate, the Rev. D. A. Gregory, 
was appointed in 1949. He served 
a year with the church, then moved 
to Watrous. The missionary project 
committee members were reconsti¬ 
tuted as a new committee to have 
power to spend the balance of the 
fund for missionary work at their 
discretion. Four new parish organ¬ 
izations had been formed. Sue Kel¬ 
sey and Florence Haslam Evening 
W. A. branches. Church Boys’ 
League, and the Junior A. Y. P. A. 

Mr. Walter Hill retired in 1950 
after 22 years as sexton. Peoples’ 
warden, Roger Bray, reported that 
10 years before, the church had 
Mould assets of $200 and liabilities 
of $3,800; now liquid assets were 
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“Si 8,000 and there were no liabili¬ 
ties. Congregational talent sales in 
1950 and 1951 yielded $1,100 and 
$1,285 for the building fund. 

The story of the 15 years from 
1952 to 1967 is one of extension and 
renovation of the 1912 church 
building, and continued interest 
and support of missions at home 
and abroad. 

While St. James’ congregation 
twice was faced with expensive 
building projects to preserve and 
modernize the church, monetary 
aid was always available for mis¬ 
sionary work at home and overseas. 

The 40th anniversary of the lay¬ 
ing of the cornerstone was cele¬ 
brated, June 29, 1952. 

Canon Manwaring, in his annual 
report, described 1952 as the year 
in which plans of 1912 were com¬ 
pleted. The new chancel be¬ 
came a reality. At the same time 
new vestries, and a chapel on the 
south side of the chancel, had been 
added, as well as basement church 
school rooms below the new addi¬ 
tion. It would be 15 .years hence— 
in 1967—before the chapel would 
be furnished. 

The year-end 1952 financial 
statement showed total building 
fund receipts were $34,620, with 
$36,629 paid to the contractors. 
There was a need to borrow $3,466. 
But that year marked an increase 
in missionary giving. The annual 
meeting the year before had ac¬ 
cepted an objective of $300, and 
the committee reported it had re- 
cived $1,500. 

The new chancel was dedicated 
Feb. 11, 1953, with Canon E. H. 
Maddocks of Calgary, former pro¬ 
fessor at Emmanuel College, as the 
special preacher. Other dedications 
were the East End window given 
by Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Ball; win¬ 
dows by Mr. and Mrs. John 
French; and a cross from the Has- 
1am family. 



Congregational talent sales, in¬ 
stituted in 1948 in aid of the build¬ 
ing fund and held annually for 
some years, raised $7,100 between 
1948 and 1955. 

Church school enrolment reach¬ 
ed an all time high of 325 in 1953. 
This was the year the annual meet¬ 
ing adopted as an aim for the par¬ 
ish, the spending of as much on 
missions as on maintenance, and 
it was decided to begin a memorial 
fund with an objective of $3,500. 

The 1954 report showed the a- 
mount given to missions was larger 
than the entire budget prior to 
1946; $9,665 of church receipts 
went to missions, and $9,663 was 
spent on maintenance. 

The Rev. J. C. Clough of Win¬ 
nipeg conducted a parish mission 
during the 10 days preceding Ash 
Wednesday, in 1955. Canon Man- 
waring said it had far-reaching ef- 
fec'^s on the life of the parish. 
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The Rev. A. E. K. Crowther 
May 1956 — Sept. 1963 


That year there were 60 infant 
ind six adult baptisms; 28 were 
confirmed including six from the 
School for the Deaf; there were 22 
marriages and 24 funerals. Two 
windows in memory of Dr. H. A. 
Alderwood were dedicated on As¬ 
cension Day. Mrs. Alderwood was 
present for the service. St. Martin’s 
church at Pike Lake was opened 
for services. 

Canon Manwaring resigned in 
1956 to go to the diocese of the 
caribou in British Columbia. He 
was 'succeeded by the Rev. A. E. 
K. Crowther, who came from St. 
Peter’s in Regina, and who was in¬ 
ducted May 23, 1956. 

Mr. Crowther, later Canon, led 
the congregation through another 
renovation period. Ill health forced 
his resignation in 1963. His first 
annual report mentioned the for¬ 
mation of the new parish of St. 
Timothy’s church in south Nutana, 
and 30 families had transferred 


from St. James’. St. James’ vestry 
made a loan of $1,000 to St. Tim¬ 
othy’s. 

Building enlargement began to 
be explored, and in 1957 plans were 
drawn for tbe west end extension. 
St. James’ purchased the lots at 
Louise Avenue and Third Street 
for a church in that area, 
and in 1963 guaranteed a loan 
of $13,000 for St. Stephen’s Church 
House. 

The women’s place on the vestry 
was questioned at the 1956 meet 
ing. Discussion came after the 
election of the Vestry, which in¬ 
cluded one woman. A motion which 
asked that there never be more 
women than at present elected, 
(one) was finally tabled. Apparent¬ 
ly this topic was not raised at 
subsequent meeting as there is no 
further reference. 

The parish council was still 
functioning in 1957, as a meeting 
was called to discuss the talent 
sale and 50-year Jubilee plans. 

The west end extension was re¬ 
ferred to in vestry minutes for se¬ 
veral years, and plans were at last 
prepared by the firm, Webster, 
Forrester, and Scott in 1957. In 
1959 the congregation gave con¬ 
ditional approval for underpinning 
existing buttresses, rebuilding the 
southwest corner wall, and com¬ 
pleting the unfinished basement 
with floor, under the nave. The 
church budget included an iteni 
of $600 for a reredos. At a special 
meeting in June it was agreed to 
excavate the basement, put in con¬ 
crete walls and floor, and fix foun¬ 
dation and walls, at a cost of about 
$32,000. In September of that year 
a report from the city building in¬ 
spector included notice that action 
must be taken within six months, 
and that there must be reconstruc¬ 
tion rather than repair. 

The Wells Organization was 
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asked to spearhead a campaign for 
funds, a $68,000 objective, and a 
three-year plan of $114,000. A con¬ 
gregational meeting accepted the 
restoration plan which now includ¬ 
ed the west end extension (the 
Narthex), the Memorial Window 
and Mural, and a Reredos. 

Mr. W. A. Peberdy of St. James' 
congregation undertook the con¬ 
tract, and his personal interest and 
effort resulted in substantial sav¬ 
ings in cost as well as many im¬ 
provements in the plans. 

Finally, the “restoration” includ¬ 
ed the rebuilding of most of the 
old part of the church, with only 
the roof and the belfry tower re¬ 
maining in their original condition. 
The walls were completely rebuilt, 
mainly with the use of the original 
bricks, and steel beams were adde^l 
to support the entire structure. The 
buttresses were rebuilt with steel. 
A full basement was excavated and 
completed with floor, footings, and 
concrete walls as for a new modern 
building. The extension on the 
west end necessitated the reloca¬ 
tion of the corner stone which ori¬ 
ginally faced Dufferin Avenue 
(see photograph) to a position in 
the base of the belfry tower facing 
Twelfth Street. 

During the reconstruction period 
St. James’ parishioners attended 
services at St. John’s Cathedral. 
The church was re-opened Novem¬ 
ber 27, and Christmas services had 
the largest attendances on record. 
The re-dedication service was May 
11, 1961. 

At this service the combined 
stained-glass window and mosiac, 
said to be unique in Western Ca¬ 
nada, was dedicated as a memorial 
from the parish to those who ser¬ 
ved in the First and Second World 
Wars and the Korean War. The 
mosiac and window were designed 
by one of the parishioners. Dr. L. 
G. Saunders. The use of mosaic 


rather than the traditional stained 
glass was necessary to meet the 
situation arising from the recon¬ 
struction. Floodlighting for the 
memorial was the gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Pocklington as a 
token of thanksgiving for their 6()th 
wedding anniversary. 

In 1961 the church, contents, and 
organ were valued at $205,000, a 
long way from the small church 
building and parsonage of 1907. 

The parish celebrated its golden 
jubilee in 1962, after 50 years in 
the brown-brick church at Duffe¬ 
rin and Twelfth St. The climax 
came with the vist of the Most 
Reverend H. H. Clark, Primate of 
Canada, October 7. The jubilee ce¬ 
lebrations included a variety night, 
a concert and dance, a picnic at 
Pike Lake, and an oldtimers’ tea 
and reception. 

Miss Lois Robin, who had come 
to St. James’ as the first Christian 
education director, resigned in 
March, 1963, after three years of 
service, to accept similar employ¬ 
ment in Vancouver. 

Canon Crowther became ill in 
March, 1963, and resigned to be¬ 
come rector of All Saints’ Church, 
Medicine Hat, a small parish 
where the duties would be less of 
a strain on his health which had 
been severely taxed by the stre¬ 
nuous years of his incumbency at 
St. James’. He retired from the 
ministry in 1967. During the en¬ 
suing vacancy, services at St. 
James were conducted by several 
visiting clergy; Canon G. D. F. 
Beattie and the Reverend Peter 
Scargall acted as locum tenens for 
two of the longer periods. 

During this period also, long- 
needed improvements were made 
to the rectory at 802 Tenth St. 
These included an addition on the 
iDack of the house, a new kitchen 
completely fitted with stove, cup¬ 
boards, etc., finishing of the base- 
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. . . an exterior view 


ment with a study and rumpus 
room, and redecoration throughout. 
Outside work such as painting and 
fencing' were finished in 1965. The 
total cost of this project was in the 
neighborhood of $10,800, for which 
St. James’ can at last take pride 
in a thoroughly modern and ade¬ 
quate rectory. Other renovations in 
1963 included raising of the base 
ment window sills of the church 
hall, regrading, and raising the 
walk, to prevent water seepage. 

I'he new rector, the Reverend 
J. F. S. Conlin, a graduate of Em- 
manual College, came from Holy 
Trinity parish, Killarney, Mani¬ 
toba, November 1, 1963. 

In his first report to an annual 
congregation meeting, after three 
months at St. James’, Mr. Conlin 
set the proposed course of his mi¬ 


nistry by expressing gratitude for 
the apparent end for the time be¬ 
ing, of major reconstruction pro¬ 
jects at St. James’, and hope that 
this parish “can now concentrate 
more fully on matters of a spiritual 
nature”, especially in “its whole 
missionary outreach in the years 
ahead”. 

It should be emphasized that 
this had been a determined goal ol- 
so of proceeding rectors and of the 
parish generally, but always there 
had been the frustrating necessit¬ 
ies of maintaining the physical 
plant, which had to be accorded 
a degree of priority. Needs for ex¬ 
pensive maintenance and altera¬ 
tions will inevitably recur, but pro¬ 
vision is now being made toword 
softening these financial blows in 
the future by means of a “renova- 
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tion reserve fund”, which was be¬ 
gun in 1964. 

Three special congregational 
meetings were held in 1963, (T ) to 
guarantee a bank loan of $13,000 
to S't. Shephen’s for construction 
of a house church, (2) to authorize 
the appontment of the Rev. J. F. S. 
Conlin, “effective November 1, at a 
stipend of $4,800, plus car allow¬ 
ance of $600, and rectory with taxes 
and major utilities included”, and 
(3) to approve plans for the re¬ 
novation of the rectory. 

In his report for 1964, the first 
full year of his ministr\' at St. 
James’ , Mr. Conlin presented a 
concise analysis of the state of 
the parish . This is such an infor 
mative and throught-provoking 
statement that it seems justifiable 
to include it here in full. 


STATE OF THE PARISH 

There are at present just over 
300 units (a unit being one or 
more persons) in our parish, con 
sisting of 815 souls. Of the total 
number there are 60 boys and 6'’- 
girls between the ages of 13 and 
23 years of age. There are appro¬ 
ximately 40 children in the junior 
age bracket and 43 Little Helpers, 
making a total of slightly over 200 
young people. 

There are, therefore, 600 souls 
(%) in the parish over 23 years 
of age, and I am sure you will 
agree that the average age in this 
bracket must be quite high. (The 
Rector’s wife is the youngest W. A. 
member, and I am told that sjie’.s 
no chicken). 

As far as “soul” potential goes, 
the picture is not very bright at 
the moment. The present enroll¬ 
ment of the Church School is 110. 
When we compare this figure with 
that of 350 of ten years ago in 1954 


we see an acute deterioration in 
numbers. The rate of decline can 
be measured over the last five 
years. 

1954 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 


350 225 190 190 135 110 

Other facts involved are as fol¬ 
lows: 

Ten years ago there were 173 
Little Helpers on the Role. Today 
there are 43. 

Ten years ago there were 60 in 
fants and 9 Adults baptized. I^ast 
year there were 11 infants and 2 
Adults. 5 infants and 1 Adult only 
have any degree of permanency in 
the parish. 

Last year there were 14 couples 
married. One only of al the couples 
has any state of permanent resi¬ 
dency in the parish at the mo¬ 
ment. 

We perform a service to the com¬ 
munity and to other denominations 
through the work of the Rangers, 
Guides, Brownies, Scouts and 
Cubs. There are, however, but few 
Anglicans from this parish in these 
organizations. Rangers (1), Guides 
(12), Brownies (9), Scouts (9), 
Cubs (11), Girls’ Auxiliary (10), 
Junior Auxiliary (16). 

Our mission to the University 
Student is of necessity a sacrificial 
one. Few, if any, will remain in 
this parish. 

Some of the above statistics read 
like those of my last rural parish 
rather than for this important 
city parish of St. James’. The de¬ 
cline has been chiefly due to youn¬ 
ger families moving away from this 
area to new housing developments 
and thus leaving behind an older 
congregation at the heart of the 
city. 

We should have no illusions, 
however, about our problem not 
being critical and we must not 
close our eyes, (as some are wont 
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to do), to this situation. Neither 
must we become pessimistic about 
the picture, for we must put our 
faith and trust in God as we ash 
his guidance in those matters so 
crucial to us. 

On the brighter side, the 
strength and stability of this parish 
lies with the not so youg. Incre 
dible as it may seem, in spite of 
the decline in numbers over the 
years, for the first time in the hi¬ 
story of St. James’ we have reached 
a missionary objective never be¬ 
fore attained. 

The previous high in missionary 
endeavour was nine years ago 
during the Incumbency of Canon 
R. Manwaring. I feel it would only 
be fair to use the same basis as 
Canon Manwaring to determine 
the over-all giving potential in the 
parish through contributions from 
the envelopes, the organizations, 
and by individuals. 

Missionary Contributions in 1964: 
Apportionment (Diocese) $6,003.60 
Black Side 1,482.40 


$7,486.00 

(The diocesan Apportionment has 
increased by $2,824.00 over a five 
year period. Apportioment in 1959 
was $4,662.00.) 

Anglican World Mission 1,298.82 


Bible Society 641.60 

Student C. Movement 50.00 

Emmanuel College 3,924.00 

Bishop Reindorp Mis¬ 
sion 100.00 

Lenten Self Denial 600.00 

Special Gifts 155.40 

Primate’s World Relief 203.72 

TOTAL $14,459.54 


Missionary Contributions from 
Church Funds in 1955 amounted 
to $9,320.00. A gain of $5,139.54 
Receipts for Missionary Endeavour 
from Church Organizations show’, 
a decrease of $1,000.00. 


(please note that the average con¬ 
tribution has more than doubled 
itself in 10 years whereas t'ne 
number of subscribers has dropped 
by 86. It must be remembered that 
our missionary effort cannot be 
confined to dollar potential. Gifts, 
bales, knitting, etc., goes regularly 
from the congregation. Mission 
work is regularly remembered ir. 
prayer. We have a special concern 
for Dr. Florence Haslam in In¬ 
dia, and Miss Jessie Miller in Ja¬ 
pan. 

A gratifying feature of the re 
port of the church wardens for 1964 
was the rare absence of items of 
major expenditures for repairs and 
renovations. The report reflects 
progress in all aspects of churcli 
activity; it also expresses satisfac¬ 
tion in having met the necessary 
operating expenses and the dio 
cesan apportionment, and ia hav 
ing made “considerably larger 
contributions to the work of the 
church beyond the church than we 
have for some wears’’. 

The report of the choir for 1964 
includes the following: „Early in 
the year the choir reluctantly ac¬ 
cepted the retirement of Mrs T. 

B. Irwin who had directed for .some 
30 years, and of Mrs. Lillian Webb, 
organist for almost 20 years. Our 
profound gratitude goes to both 
who served the church and choir 
so devoutly and faithfully over the 
years. Succeeding them is Prof. 

C. D. Pritchet of the Dept, of 
Classics, University of Saskatche¬ 
wan, with whom the choir has 
greatly enjoyed working and has 
almost doubled its numbers.’’ In 
this report it is also noted that 
“The altos appreciate the constant 
support of Mrs. John French, now 
enjoying her 92nd year”, and 
“Since the regretted departure of 
Mrs. J. T. Purdy for Kelowna, 
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An interior view 1967 


B. C., the junior choir has formed 
a merger with the senior choir”. 

The following quotes are fiom 
the rector’s report for 1965: 

“Offerings raised through the 
red side of the envelope exceeded 
the 1964 total by $2,500, and our 
total missionary outreach direct!;-' 
from congregational funds exceeded 
$14,000. Among our projects were 
the diocesan apportionment, Ang¬ 
lican World Mission, Emmanuel 
and St. Chad’s College, Primate’s 
World Relief, Canadian Bible So 
ciety, Student Christian Move¬ 
ment, Meota Camp, University 
Chaplaincy, Trinity Sunday Ap¬ 
peal, Travelling Dollars, Columbia 
Coast Mission, Diocese of the 
Yukon, Maple Leaf Hospital, In¬ 
dia, and Kindergarten at Gifu, Ja¬ 
pan. 

“In addition our Sunday School 
contributed $400 and our Youth 
Fellowship Group $350 to the mis¬ 
sionary outreach of the church. 


The excellent report of the Wo¬ 
mans’ Auxiliary is also indicative 
of the missionary concern of the 
whole parish”. 

The year has seen the departure 
of many faithful members to high¬ 
er service. Among those who de¬ 
parted this life and are greatly 
missed for their labours are George 
Pocklington, Bertram Wakeling, 
Grace Nicolls, Margaret Rugg, 
Grace French and Gertrude Ty¬ 
son.” 

The wardens reported for 1965 
that the financ'al position of St. 
James’ was strong, that micsionary 
givings reached an all-time high, 
and that St. James’ over paid its 
diocesan apportionment by $600. 
The church properties were in good 
repair. Fire extinguishers to meet 
city regulations were purchased. 
Electric wiring in the kitchen of 
the Florence Haslam Hall was 
brought up to standard require¬ 
ments. A sum of $1,000. was added 
to the renovation reserve fund. 
Foreseeable major items of tx- 
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pense included reshingling the 
church, reconstruction of the upper 
and lower entrances of the parish 
hall, and decorating the Florence 
Haslam Hall. 

The choir reported a successful 
year under the leadership of Mr. 
Ted Edwards and Professor C. D. 
Pritchfet. Membership had increas¬ 
ed to 28. Special tribute was paid 
to the memory of Mrs. Grace 
French who passed away at age 92 
after nearly 50 years as a member 
of St. James’. She had sung with 
the choir until a week before ber 
dealth. A pew in the new church 
has been purchased in her honor 
by the choir. 

In his report to the congregation 
for 1966, the rector gratefully stat 
ed only that he could not add ma 
terially to the information con¬ 
tained in the excellent reports of 
the various departments and orga¬ 
nizations. 

The wardens reported that 1966 
was a year of steady growth and 
achievement. The number of acti^’e 
families on the parish roil had in¬ 
creased, but total receipts frfhii 
all sources had decreased slightly 
since 1965. The report continues: 

“St. James’ has demonstrated 
that it remains a missions-minded 
parish. Excess on red side above 
our apportionment allotment was 
$1,912 — more than $500 over 
last year. Of a total budget of 
$36,894, almost $15,000 has gone 
to support endeavors outside the 
parish. Of interest to many will be 
the addition of certain new fields to 
benefit from the missionary giving 
of St. James’. In this connection it 
is noted that thhe missions com 
mittee alloted $400 toward the cost 
of increasing Church Army sti 
pends in the diocese, and $375 to be 
used as a theological bursary. Ap¬ 
portionment payn.ents for 1966 
amounted to more than $7,000. In 
addition, our Anglican Church Wo¬ 


men gave substantially of their 
time and talents and money for the 
work of the church outside the pa¬ 
rish”. 

A popular accomplishment in 
1966 was the long-awaited padding 
of the hard oak kneelers, and it is 
said that the former reluctance of 
many worshippers to get down on 
their knees has given way to re 
luctance to get up again. The third 
annual sum of $1000 was added to 
the renovation reserve fund. 

A re-assessment of the church 
property for insurance purposes 
was conducted, and insurance on 
the church building and contents 
was increased from $205,000 to 
$250,000, and on the church hall 
from $35,000 to $40,000. Insurance 
on the rectory remained at $14,000. 

In October 1966 St. James’ was 
fortunate in securing the part-time 
services of Miss Valerie Nichol¬ 
son, of the diocesan staff, as di 
rector of youth activities and Sun¬ 
day School superintendent. Miss 
Nicholson works in co-operation 
with the rector and other leaders 
in the field of children’s and 
young people’s activities. She re¬ 
ports that as a result of attending 
a youth conference in Toronto at 
Christmas time, she has been able 
to help the young people of St. 
James’ to do purposeful thinking 
at their own meetings. 

The choir committee report for 
1966 includes the following items. 
The choir took part in two evening 
services jointly with Grace and 
Westminister United Churches; one 
of these occasions was at Grace, 
and the other at St. James’. New 
vestments acquired by the choir 
included a charge from mortor 
boards (many of which had been 
in use since about 1912) to choir 
caps. The choir attended a mass 
meeting of all city choirs at the 
Arena May 29, to wind up the 
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An interior view 


Saskatoon Jubilee Week. Several 
members took part in the special 
service at the Cathedral in honor 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury 
during his visit. The choir donated 
a small p)ew in the sanctuary of 
the Chapel in memory of its late 
member, Mrs. French. 

The Anglican World Mission 
Committee, which was formed in 
1966, reported as follows: Progress 
was being made toward partnership 
with a needy parish in the field of 
missions. To this end, the rector has 
been in correspondence with Arch 
deacon Stovold of the Diocese of 
Maseno, Kenya. A “green thumb 
sale” netted $83.22 for the A.W.M. 
fund. Mr. Graham Jones attended 
a regional A.W.M. Consultation for 
RupertslanH in Rrandon. Manitoba 
in Jime. Financial aid ($452) was 
given to Miss Jean Cessna to en¬ 
able her to spend some six weeks 
in an A.W.M. work tour in Tanza¬ 
nia with a group from various parts 
of Canada and the United States. 

Through the efforts of the Cha¬ 


pel Renovation Committee in 1966, 
the floor of the chapel sanctuary 
was altered to accomodate a raised 
free-standing altar, and the chapel 
was completely furnished and re¬ 
decorated at a cost of $3,563 plus a 
good amount of voluntary work. 
Memorial gifts to offset this ex¬ 
pense amounted to $966 in 1966, 
and it is hoped that the balance 
will eventually be paid by this 
means. Dedication of the chapel 
will be part of the Diamond Jubilc.e 
celebration in 1967. 

These historical records show 
that St. James’, orgirinally a mis¬ 
sion of St. John’s Cathedral, has 
always been known as a “Mission 
Church”, and while missions 
abroad were never forgotten, nei¬ 
ther were those closer to home. 

Buena Vista Mission later be¬ 
came All Saint’s Church. For years 
there was a thriving Haultain 
Sunday School. A core of 30 fa¬ 
milies from St. James’ transferred 
to St. Timothy’s when it was form¬ 
ed, and St. James’ vestry helped 
the new church financially. 
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Our New Chapel 


St. James’ also purchased the 
land at Third Street and Louise 
Avenue for St. Stephens, and on 
occasion aided St. Mark’s finan¬ 
cially. 

'' St. Martin’s at Pike Lake was 
ministered to by St. James’ rectors 


for some years. St. James’ has al¬ 
so had a long cormection with the 
School for the Deaf. Pupils from 
that School have been a familiar 
sight on Sunday morniings. Their 
interpreter has been Mrs. D. 
Owens for many years. 


EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE 


Mr. Mark Fennell writes: 

“In 1910, three years after Ba¬ 
den Powell had launched Scouting 
in Great Britain, Capt. J. K. Keef- 
ler introduced Scouting to Saska¬ 
toon when 5 Groups were formed. 
In Aug. 1910, a Troop was formed 
at St. James’. These groups, how¬ 
ever, all became defunct in 1913, 
when Capt. Keefler had to devote 
his time to military matters. 

In 1915, Mr. E. L. Hughes, an 
Emmanuel College student, who 
had been a warranted Scoutmaster 
of experience in England, asked 
permission to re-commence Scout¬ 
ing in Saskatoon forming a Troop 


at St. James’ and naming it the 
1st Saskatoon Troop. A Group 
Committee and District Council 
was subsequently formed and soon 
other Scout Groups were being 
formed in the city. 

Cubbing did not become an of¬ 
ficial branch of Scouting until 
1916 and in April 1916 there was 
a Cub Pack at St. James’. 

It is interesting to note that 
since the re-birth of Scouting in 
1915, it is a distinct honour to St. 
James’ Church that the last Group 
is the only Group formed then 
that is still today affiliated with 
its original sponsor.” 
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The Rev. R. K. Sampson: 

“I think my voice is slightly 
HWQ (High., weak, and quavery), 
and my walking is seriously affect¬ 
ed by increasing arthritic inroads 
on my back and legs. I am not 
quite in the position of Mcscs, 
needing support from Aaron and 
Hur, but I do find it difficult te 
stand still, without the help of a 
cane, owing to my impaired back 
balance, (worse even than my 
bank balance!). 

It would be a wonderful experi¬ 
ence for me to meet many good 
friends at St. James’ once again, 
who remember me as their much 
younger (22 years) rector, back in 
1936 to ’45.” 


The Rev. Dr. J. E. Purdie: 

“I am deeply interested in your 
Parish and I believe that I know 
it’s history, including its struggles 
and its victories, perhaps more 
clearly than anyone around today. 

It was 50 years ago last Febru¬ 
ary since I became rector. I loved 
that Parish and its people. There 
were more than a dozen who went 
out from St. James’ into missionary 
work in Western Canada, while 
we were there.” 

Mr. L. C. Filby: 

“It was the late Rev. H. A. Al- 
derwood who asked me to under¬ 
take the editor’s job of the Parish 
Magazine. I could not claim any 
journalistic aptitude and I found 
myself confined to soliciting copy 
from secretaries of parish organi¬ 
zations, to getting it in on time, 
and to proof-reading. 

As memories fade it is the tri¬ 
vial and maybe amusing items 
which persist and most readily 
spring to mind. I recall that the 
The Rev. R. K. Sampson was once 
credited with beginning his month¬ 


ly letter, “My dead friends”. He 
was amused rather than irritated 
and mused that there could be a 
spice of truth in the description. 

One enduring memory of mem¬ 
bership of the vestry is the pledg¬ 
ing of our parish to provide at least 
the first year’s stipend for .a mis¬ 
sionary to the Church into the theft 
opening-up Flin Flon before, a.s 
Bishop Lloyd said, “The sleeping 
cars were nmning in”. Thus it was 
that the Rev. Frank Sharman 
walked in and laid the foundation 
of the parish of St. James’, Flin 
Flon. One does not forget that this 
parochial undertaking was launch¬ 
ed as the result in great measure 
of the earnest persuading of the 
late Mr. George Hazen.” 


The Reverend Mr. H. J. Like- 
man who arrived in Canada July 
1906 became the first incumbent 
of the new parish of St. James/, 
Nutana. In a letter received from 
him in the 1930’s, he gives some 
interesting information: 

“About July, 1907, Archdeacon 
Lloyd told me that when I left St. 
John’s I was to be the first Incum¬ 
bent of the new Parish of St. 
James’ Nutana, and that I could 
start building the first little Church 
in any spare time I had! Mr. Da¬ 
vies (who had been Rector of St. 
John’s) had some time previously 
purchased one three cornered town 
lot some hxmdred yards from the 
present site of St. James’, and so 
on this lot very early in Septem¬ 
ber (or late August) we started 
building the first little Church and 
Parsonage. 

Charlie Barnes was then Cate¬ 
chist in Charge of St. George’s and 
Hutchings (another Catechist) was 
appointed as my Curate and these 
two often assisted me in erecting 
the little building. 
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It may be interesting to know 
that the cost of thhe lumber lor 
both Parsonage and Church was 
provided by a lady in the Parish 
of St. James’, Doncaster, and your 
Church was named after her Parish 
Church. She had been bed-ridden 
for years and her Vicar called on 
her a few days after Archdeacon 
Lloyd had preached in that Don¬ 
caster Church, and she was so in¬ 
terested that she gave the first 
£100 and other gifts, which may, 
or may not have reached St. James’ 
Nutana.” 

“We had practically completed 
the Church and Parsonage on the 
old site when a Norwich gentleman 
(Mr. George Winch) visited Sas¬ 
katchewan. I got a wire from Arch¬ 
deacon Lloyd that he was coming, 
and met him at the station, took 
him to St. John’s, Christ Church 
and St. George’s that n'ght, and, 
when he was fresh the next morn¬ 
ing, I took him over to St. James’. 
To make a long story short, before 
he went on to Regina that day, 1 
showed him the way to a real 
estate man and he paid (I think 
$1,000.00) for three lots in a much 
better position, and of course much 
more suitable for the Church. This 
meant of course, that we had to re¬ 
move the two little buildings from 
the old site to the new, and this 
was done in due course. 

Soon after we opened we built 
on a porch for the winter, and in 
that little building, which became 
the Chancel, for the next two or 
three years wq used to crowd 60 to 
70 people of a Sunday evening. 
The next summer, 1908, we built 
a nave in between the porch and 
the original Church and this v/as 
reopened by Archdeacon Lloyd at 
the Harvest Festival that year.” 


Extract of letter from Doncaster: 

A lady from the congregation of 
St. James’ Chiu-ch, Doncaster, do¬ 
nated a gift of money to buy ma¬ 
terials for the original Church of 
St. James’, Saskatoon. The name 
of the lady is unknown, but the 
present Vicar of St. James’, Don¬ 
caster, the Reverend J. W. Kenne¬ 
dy has written in reply to a let¬ 
ter. 

The following is an extract: 

“Our church was consecrated in 
1858 though it stands on the site 
of an ancient chapel and hospital 
of St. James’ whose history goes 
back to the 13th century. We are 
traditionally known as the Rail¬ 
way Church or the Plant Church. 
This is because the Church was 
built to cater for the workers who 
came here from Boston in Lin¬ 
colnshire when the Great Nor¬ 
thern Railway with its railway 
works (or plant)- came to Doncas¬ 
ter.” 


EARLY MARRIAGES 


April 20th, 1908 

James Frederick Bates & 
Alice Welham 

First Marriage in new Church 
Oct. 7th, 1912 

Charles Bennet & 

Sarah Sanders 

First Baptisms in new Church 
Oct. 11th, 1912 
Muriel Reney 
Sydney Matthews 
Cathlene McKann 
Edward Broadbent 
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FOOTNOTE 


This history has been Compiled 
chiefly from such annual reports 
and vestry meeting minutes as are 
available. Much information has 
been gleamed from the Parish Ma¬ 
gazine, a monthly magazine pub 
lished from 1926 to 1951. St. 
James’ owes a debt of gratitude to 
Mr. L. C. Filby, editor of tbe ma¬ 
gazine for years, and now living in 
England. A souvenir year book 
published in 1937 helped to provide 
other valuable information. 

Tbe history is of course incom¬ 
plete, even though great care ha.s 
been taken to present as accurate 


a picture as possible of the first 
sixty years of the congregation. 

Little or no mention has been 
made of the many devo ted people 
who have worked over the years i!i 
the Sunday School, the Women’s 
Auxliary, the Girls’ Auxiliary, the 
Junior Auxiliary, the Anglican 
Young People’s groups, the Sanc¬ 
tuary Guild, the Rangers, Scouts, 
Cubs, Brownies, and in other orga 
nizations within the life of the Pa¬ 
rish. To such people who have lo- 
boured in a variety of ways in 
God’s house over the years this 
Booklet has been dedicated. 
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